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Your Church Council
President:  Scott Krater Bill Davidson: Vice-President
Secretary: Elizabeth Stewart Debbie Davidson:  Treasurer
William Guers Nick Wallick
Vanessa Mihoda Jim Strickland
Nancy Wallick Keith Morgan
Jill Gulas Marion Guers

Mark you
calendar
for these
upcoming

Events
at St. Paul’s

June 22nd, noon to 6:00 p.m. – Flea Market & Food
Sale to benefit Bear Creek Campership Fund

July 14th –18th, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - Vacation
Bible School – “ZOOM Zone”

August – Date to be announced - clean up day

September 14th - Chinese Auction
Doors open at noon – auction starts at 2 p.m.

October 5th – Kauffman’s Chicken Bar-B-Que

November 4th – Election Day Dinner

As always, your help for any of our events will be appreciated!
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 Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Wow!  Hard to believe that
Easter has come and gone and it
is soon Pentecost.  The Festival
of Pentecost (08. June, this year)
many times is overshadowed by
graduations and weddings, end of
school celebrations and early
vacations.  But the Festival of

Pentecost (the Coming of the Holy Spirit) is really one of the major
days in the church year.  Think in the line of Christmas, Good Friday,
Easter and Ascension. Pentecost, the birth of the Church, the promised
day when the Advocate, the Paraclete, the Comforter, the Spirit of the
Living God comes to earth in fulfillment of Jesus’ promise (for the full
story read St. John 16 and Acts of the Apostles 1 and 2, among others).

We seldom speak of the Holy Spirit, we talk a lot of God the Creator
and Jesus the Redeemer, but the Spirit is less than tangible for many of
us.  The Old Testament speaks of the Spirit of God as ruach a mighty
wind or breath.  The New Testament call it pneuma-breath/air.  The
Spirit, regardless, is active, not passive; moving, not idle. The Spirit
brings vision and clarity, purpose and drive to the downhearted, the
lost, the directionless.

What is our vision?  Where is St. Paul’s going?  What is our mission?
Is the Holy Spirit blowing in our community of faith?  These are
questions that can only be answered through prayer and discussion
among all God’s people here at St. Paul’s.

Some may not want to address these ‘new’ ideas of visioning and
mission.  Some may be quite passionate about looking ahead.  Some
may only participate if ‘those’ people are no longer involved.  All of
these are excuses that block the Spirit’s entry into our community.

Think of where you see St. Paul’s in the next year, 3 years, 5 years.
Think of what you see the Church of Jesus Christ, that is St. Paul’s,
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doing in the next 1 year, 3 years, 5 years.  Be ready, the Holy Spirit is
blowing through this community. We will be comforted and we will
be made stronger with a vision, a mission and a God who love us.

Together in Christ’s service,

PPPPaaaassssttttoooorrrr    BBBBoooobbbb    FFFFaaaattttzzzziiiinnnnggggeeeerrrr

Prayer

Prayer is the most important thing we can
do!  Pray is the communication between
God and us.  It is important that we as
members of St. Paul’s ground everything
we do in prayer.  From the smallest tasks
to the largest tasks; from daily concerns to
visioning the future of our congregation,
prayer is imperative.  Every day should
begin and end with prayer.

Now I know this is old news to some, but for others it may be the first
time.  Because we are on the verge of so much, in our congregation,
in our community, nation and world; it is crucial for us, as a
community of faith, to be in constant communication/prayer with
Almighty God.

Since we have been tolling our bells at noon during the Iraqi War II, I
feel that we should continue this practice calling on all to take five
minutes at noontime and pray!
Pray for our world, our nation, our community and our church.  Pray
for the Holy Spirit to blow mightily into our thoughts, words, actions,
and lives!

Prayerfully,
PPPPaaaassssttttoooorrrr    BBBBoooobbbb    FFFFaaaattttzzzziiiinnnnggggeeeerrrr
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Think VBS!  ZOOM ZONE-
Discovering Jesus is Forever
Vacation Bible School is coming!
Mark your calendars-- JULY
14-18, 2003 6-8:30 PM for the
ZOOM ZONE!  The Christian
Education Committee will soon
be asking for volunteers!
The program looks exciting!

We’ll be ZOOMING all over the bible.  Discovering how Jesus loved
everyone.  We’ll Zoom to the Temple (St. Luke 2.41-52), Zoom with
Kids (St. Mark 10. 13-16); We’ll Zoom with the Spirit (Acts 2.1-13),
and Zoom with Friends (St. Luke 10.38-42.  Finally, we’ll Zoom to
New Heights with Jesus (St. Luke 19.1-10). So everyone get ready-
kids, youth, adults.  ALL are needed to share God’s love!
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ZOOM Zone

July 14th – 18th

6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

Name Last Grade Completed

Address Date of Birth

City, State, Zip Home Phone

Parents or Guardian Signature

Emergency Contact Phone Number

In the event of an emergency, my child is to be taken to the

Hospital.

Registration fee is $2.00 if registered before July 4th.
and $3.00 after that date.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
213 Coal Street

Port Carbon, PA  17965
570 622-1590

Registration Deadline is July 4th.
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Good Will Hose Company
Port Carbon

Annual Block Party

June 12th, 13th & 14th

Truck Parade on
Thursday. June 12th at 7:00 p.m.

Good home-made food and games for all ages!
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Communion
Sponsors

It is our policy for a person to sponsor the Holy Communion elements
(the bread and the wine) in honor or memory of a loved one and to the
glory of God.  The cost is $10.00.

We will offer Communion at least 25 times throughout the year - the
first Sunday of every month and each feast day.  If you have a special
person or day you would like to honor by being a sponsor, write the
information and give it to Verna Leonard personally or place it in the
Worship and Music drawer in the hall.

Angels Are Needed!
Any and all donations to the Bear Creek

Fund are needed and appreciated, but why
not be an Angel?  An angel is any person
who donates to the Bear Creek Fund in an
amount of $100 or over.

The smile of a child enjoying camp is the best gift that your
money can buy.  Support the Bear Creek Campership Fund!

Adult Sunday School

Our topic is War and Peace—a
Christian Understanding.  We will
meet at 9:00 AM in the Sunday school
Hall.  This topical session will run
from 01, 08, 15 June. Another topic
will be chosen for July and August!
Come and learn, come and see!
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From the
2003 Northeastern

Pennsylvania
Synod Assembly

BLESSED

TO BE A BLESSING

FAITH BASED

STEWARDSHIP IN

NORTHEASTERN

PA SYNOD

 “I will bless you… so that you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12.2).
God’s call to Abraham is the pattern for God’s call to us.  God
promises to bless us that we might be a blessing through our
stewardship of God’s bounty.  Stewardship is the grateful offering of
all that we have and all that we are to God’s service, because we trust
that it all is the gift of a loving and generous God.  Gifts given to the
church can be both a sign of the grateful offering and an opportunity to
grow in our trust of God.  While the world around us teaches us to fear
scarcity, God calls us to trust in God’s abundance.  Heeding that call,
the following principles will guide out Synod as we invite
congregations and individuals to support the mission of the church:
1. Our focus will be on the need of the giver to grow in faith through

giving rather than the need of the church to receive our gifts.
2. Our giving helps us recognize that we are the stewards not the

owners of everything that God has entrusted to us.
3. Our giving should be proportionate, thankfully offering our first

fruits.
4. Our giving should be significant, so we experience that God

provides all we truly need.
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5. Our giving should be joyful, a grateful response to our generous
God.

6. Invitations to give to the church should never lose sight of the
larger call to exercise stewardship in daily life.  Proclaiming this
call is the primary stewardship responsibility of the church.
Blessed in worship by Word and Sacrament, God sends us forth to
be a blessing in everyday life.

God is able to provide you with every
blessing in abundance, so that always

having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good

work. (2 Corinthians 9.8).

First Holy Communion
Instruction for First Holy Communion will be on Sunday, 01 June
after morning worship.  These children will receive their First Holy
Communion on the Sunday of the Holy Trinity, 15. June 2003:
Samantha Wensel, Joey Ganunis, Disiree Weaver, Marlin Schultz,
Andy Wallick.  Please keep them in your prayers!

9



This year so far the children have
participated in a lot of projects
for our church - they raised
money for World Hunger;
collected change during Lent in

our Pelican boxes; they sent letters, cards & candy to the men and
women in the Armed Forces/Military (which they continue to do as a
service project); they helped at the Chicken Bar-b-Que sale with the
flea market; they helped at the Chicken Pot Pie dinner & flea market.
Our children have been very active in the life of St. Paul’s  and once
again we have another project for them. 

We are trying to pay for the Bear Creek
campers by raising all the money this year.
We have ONLY $600.00 to go. On June 22
from 12-6 we will sell once again a lot of
flea market items, we hope this pushes us
over the top. We need your good new and
used items for our flea market. If you have
any items to donate, please drop them off at
the church any week day or call Nick at the church office (622-1590)
to arrange to have your items picked up.

We want to remind everyone that
our children participate in the 4th
of July parade for the community.
We have all this positive
happening and our young kids
and young adults are paving the
way for the future. 

Another Bear Creek fundraiser in the works is a  CHINESE
AUCTION for September 14th. The doors will open at noon for ticket
sales and food with the auction begins at 2:00 p.m. This is a good
fellowship and fund raising activity (help is always appreciated), so be
sure to mark the date on your calendar.
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We will need new items for the auction – and larger items for the
extra ticket sales. If you would like to donate a large item such as a
TV, bike, DVD player, VCR, etc. (why not go together with someone
else to purchase that large ticket item, or perhaps make a donation
towards a large item purchase) please bring the items to the church or
contact Deniece (628-5824) or Nick (622-1590) to arrange pickup.

Lets not forget that we are here for each other and that our children
are an important part of that process. We need to understand them,
work with them and hear what they have to say. We need adults
interested in this process. We need Sunday School teachers
desperately!

Before you say “Not me! I can’t teach Sunday School!”, remember
your own years in Sunday School and that one special teacher that
had an impact on your life. Imagine having that kind of impact on the
life of a child. You can do it and there are people who will help you
do it. Think ling and hard - the kids need us.
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William Alexander Sr., Ruth Evans,
Martha Flannery, Lucy Gerhard, Donnie
Kauffman, Catherine Riegel, Ruth Lloyd,
Tom Mihoda, Ralph Reynolds, Margaret
Schraedley, Victoria Shirey, Miriam
Thomas, Verna McDonald, Dolores
Wagner, Harold (Butch) Renninger,
Rudy White, Audrey Urban, Mae Sharon,
Margaret Gessner, Father John
McNamara, Pastor Carl Borger, Cora

Borger, Charlotte Shollenberger, Jake Shollenberger, William
Alexander Jr., Lee Beury, Jim Ferugio Sr., Grace Guers, Tony
DiCello, Terry Mickey, Dave Donlin, Marie Glasser, Helene
Goodhead, Laverne Huth, William Huth, Skye Major, Ralph Miller
Sr., Nancy Pepe, Henry Stiltner, Ron Parker, Lois Schoffler, Amy
Shollenberger, Lori Shollenberger, Linda Smeltzer, Carolyn Yonchuk,
Brad Bender, David Lauck, Carol Starr, Rodney Morgan and Doris
Rahmer.

Sunday

June 22nd

noon to 6:00 p.m.

All donations accepted.

Jesus is Coming!  Look Busy!
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Baseball Psalm
The Lord is my Manager;

I shall not quit.
He maketh me to run

in green outfields.
He leadeth me along

the straight basepaths.
He restoreth my place

in the heavenly lineup.
He leadeth me in reading

life's signals
for His game's sake.

Even though I walk up to
a volley of devilish pitches,

I will fear no strikeout,
for Thou art with me.

Thou dost promise me a bonus
in the presence of my opponents.

Thou anointest my sore spots
with balm; my locker runneth over.

Surely my statistics will be forgiven
me all the days of my life,

And I shall dwell in
the Eternal Hall of Fame.

- Barbara Loots
Kansas City, MO

                                                        13



From the

Parish Musician

April  2003

'Hymns, Hymns, Everywhere ... Part I' In the midst of the production
and eventual publication of a new Lutheran worship hymnal, editorial
teams are presently sifting through an estimated 10,000 hymns.  A
wealth of new hymns have been written just in the past few years.
One need only look through 'With One Voice'  to see a glimpse of what
is to come.  'New Hymns and Songs,' a new Lutheran hymnal, will be
published this summer.  Those of us involved in worship planning are
faced with challenges similar to those of the New Hymnody editorial
teams - to sift through the myriad of published songs and collections,
searching for hymns to include in worship from week to week.  At
present, the Renewing Worship project has begun competitions for
original compositions to be used as new musical settings for the
Lutheran liturgies.  Melodies are being sought for specific parts of the
Communion liturgy that are flexible and durable enough to cross a
variety of cultural and musical styles.  Yes, a new hymnal is on its
way!  The publication of the initial set of  resources is being planned
for the Fall of 2006.  One need only look at the copyright date in the
front of the Lutheran Book of Worship to see this hymnal has been
around for a quarter of a century.  How much have all of us changed in
the past twenty-five years?  How much has the world changed in this
same span of time?  Although the message of Christ's love and
salvation through Him  remains constant, the musical forms of
expressing this message are constantly changing.

Let's look at some basics of Lutheran hymnody - what is a hymn, why
do we sing hymns, and why did we sing that hymn?  A hymn is a
prayer set to music.  It may be used to glorify God as in the case of the
gathering or processional hymn, it most often is used to
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emphasize the Gospel message of Christ as in the Hymn of the Day,
and it can be used to sum up the entire theme of the particular day in
sending God's people on their way into the world as in our Sending
Hymn.  We sing hymns in praise of our Creator and His Son, Jesus
Christ.  From the Old Testament comes the phrase, "... let my prayers
rise up as incense."  One can think of the singing of a hymn in much
the same way.  Most of the time, we sing familiar hymns throughout
the Sunday worship service but occasionally we encounter the
unfamiliar one.  The words aren't the culprit, it's the tune!  This hymn
hasn't been chosen to throw a curve or 'gotcha.'  It just may be the
perfect one to use in carrying the theme for the day.  It may be the
only time it is ever used throughout the entire year.  Remember, our
lesson cycles change from year to year.  I can remember a few years
ago working in a particular Lutheran parish where whenever a new
hymn was used, one could hear the cracking and slamming shut of the
hymnal and the eventual banging of  it into the hymnal rack on the
back of the pew.  It didn't seem to matter to these few people whether
the rest of the congregation knew the hymn.  They weren't going to
sing it!

Although my back was to the congregation, I could name the culprits
in my head.  Did these people really know why they were in a
church?  One can only imagine how disturbing this was to fellow
worshipers.  I have often wondered what God must have thought
since the entire service is in reverence to Him.  Thankfully, that aura
of disrespect does not occur here at St. Paul's.

I would like to continue teaching you, the congregation, some new
hymns prior to the Prelude on Sunday mornings.  I need your help in
planning this, however.  When we encounter a new hymn, and we've
had some recently, jot down the hymn number or name of the hymn
and place it in my mail box downstairs. There's plenty of room in my
box so fill it up!!!   Summer is the perfect time to teach the
congregation these new hymns.

NEXT  MONTH:       Part II ... 'What  Choosing Hymns for the
Worship Service Involves'
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A Prayer for Children
We pray for children
Who give us sticky kisses,
Who hop on rocks and chase butterflies,
Who stomp in puddles and ruin their math workbooks,
Who can never find their shoes.

And we pray for those
Who stare at photographers from behind barbed wire,
Who’ve never squeaked across the floor in new sneakers,
Who’ve never “counted potatoes,”
Who are born in places we wouldn’t be caught dead,
Who never go to the circus,
Who live in an X-rated world.

We pray for children
Who bring fistfuls of dandelions and sing off key
Who have goldfish funerals, build card-table forts
Who slurp their cereal on purpose
Who put gum in their hair, put sugar in their milk

Who spit toothpaste all over the sink
Who hug us for no reason, who bless us each night.

And we pray for those
Who never get dessert,
Who watch their parents watch them die,
Who have no safe blanket to drag behind,
Who can’t find any bread to steal,
Who don’t have any rooms to clean up,
Whose pictures aren’t on anybody’s dresser,
Whose monsters are real.

We pray for those
Who spend all their allowance before Tuesday,
Who throw tantrums in the grocery store
And pick at their food,
Who like ghost stories,
Who shove dirty clothes under the bed
And never rinse out the tub,
Who get quarters from the tooth fairy
Who don’t like to be kissed in front of the carpool,

Who squirm in church and scream on the phone,
Whose tears we sometimes laugh at
And whose smiles can make us cry.

And we pray for those
Whose nightmares come in the daytime,
Who will eat anything,
Who have never seen a dentist,
Who aren’t spoiled by anybody,
Who go to bed hungry and cry themselves to sleep,
Who live and move, but have no being.

We pray for children
Who want to be carried,
And for those who must.
For those we never give up on,
And for those who don’t have a chance.
For those we smother,
And for those who will grab the hand of anybody kind enough to offer.

Ina J. Hughs
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P. L. U. S.
Positive Lutherans United in Service

All those snowy winter months have finally come to an end.
Spring is here and summer is at our back door.  Month after month -
cold or hot - P.L.U.S doesn’t stop.  Even though we only have a few
members, we continue to pull through with our fund-raisers to provide
financial support to St. Paul’s.

P.L.U.S members can be seen helping out at many such events.  In
March we helped prepare and serve those delicious Lenten Dinners.
Thanks to the Council for having such a great feast.  After those great
dinners, P.L.U.S had Kauffman’s “wonderful”  Chicken Bar-B-Que in
conjunction with a Flea Market with those proceeds to help send the
children to Bear Creek Camp.

All major holidays we enjoy providing small gifts to the
congregation.  On Easter everyone received a pin and or a pen.  In
May, council had a Chicken Pot-Pie Dinner and Bake Sale. WE
WERE THERE!

On Mother’s Day, all you mommy’s received a nice smelly candle.
I hope you think of us when you light that wick.  HA! HA!  Father’s
Day, SURPRISE – SURPRISE, come to the church and see what it
will be!

June, July and August, P.L.U.S takes a recess from meetings, but
we’ll be there for any special event that may pop up.  For instance,
mark your calendar for June 22nd.  We will be selling baked goods for
a fund-raiser that day. Also, keep your eye on the Bulletin for a date in
August we will be having our Congregational Picnic at Knoebels.

On behalf of all the P.L.U.S members we would enjoy seeing some
new faces.  We are all family here at St. Paul’s and with your help and
God’s guidance, we’ll always be family.

A great big thank you to not only the P.L.U.S members, but our
youth and you our Congregation family for all your outstanding help at
all events.

P.L.U.S meets on the 4th Sunday of the Month at 6:00 p.m. in the
Social Room (Basement of the Church).  Our meetings will resume in
September.  Hope to see you there to help serve our Lord & the
fellowship of one another.
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Signs, Signs, Everywhere Signs

Maternity Clothes Shop: We are open on labor day.
Non-Smoking Area: If we see you smoking, we will

assume you are on fire and
take appropriate action.

On Maternity Room Door: “Push, Push, Push”
Optometrist’s Office: If you don’t see what you’re

looking for, you’ve come
to the right place.

Podiatrist’s Window: Time wounds all heels.
Used Car Lot: Second Hand cars in first crash

condition.
Car Dealership: The best way to get back on

your feet - miss a car
payment.

Muffler Shop: No appointment necessary -
we’ll hear you coming.

Hotel: Help wanted.  We need inn-
experienced people.

Sign in an office: We shoot every 3rd salesman.
The 2nd one just left.

Veterinarians Waiting Room: Be back in 5 minutes.  Sit!
Stay!

Garbage Truck: We’ve got what it takes to take
what you got.

Computer store: Out for a quick byte.
Restaurant Window: Don’t stand there and be

hungry, come in and get
fed up.

Bowling Alley: Please be quiet.  We need to
hear a pin drop.

Cafeteria: Shoes are required to eat in the
cafeteria.  Socks can eat
any place they want.

Music Library: Bach in a minuet.
Funeral Home: Drive carefully, we’ll wait!
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Two-handed Days

They sit with head in hand.  This one in a wheelchair in the hall.
Another in her room.  That one on the sofa in the day room, paying no
attention to the blaring TV.  Each holding head in hand, heads heavy
with waiting and memory.  It takes at least one hand to hold them.
Sometimes two.

They each held head high once.  Observing many things.
Scheming and planning.  Dreaming and hoping.  Now one hand must
hold it.  Sometimes two.

Heavy is the waiting - for supper, for medication, for the foot
doctor, for a visit and a familiar voice, for bed and sleep, for death.  It
takes at least one hand for such waiting.  Sometimes two.

Heavy is the memory - of love buried, of hope disappointed and
abandoned, of wars won on distant shores, of homecomings and
holidays, of passion and release.  It takes at least one hand for such
memories.  Sometimes two is not enough.

Nursing homes are what we once called these places of one-and-
two handed heaviness.  Now they are extended-care facilities.  For too
many they are extended-loneliness facilities.  Often two hands are not
nearly enough.

Neither are they enough for the grief and guilt of those who decide
that this is where Grandma must go.  “I’m sorry, Daddy,” they want to
say.  But Grandma or Daddy would not comprehend the apology, so
the brave ones say “I love you” instead.  “I’ll be back soon.”  The
memories are heavy for the one who walks alone to her car.  She will
need two hands herself just to wipe the tears before the drive back to
work.

I have complained to the Almighty about this.  But God seems to
have no better answer than mine when I say, “I’ll be back soon.  I love
you.”  Some days it is definitely two hands.

Remember in prayer the members of our congregation who are
homebound or in nursing homes. There are all too many who need
two-handed days.

Vanessa
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Port Carbon July 4th Celebration

Parade 9:00 a.m.

Fireworks 10:00 p.m.
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The following persons will be celebrating
their birthdays during the months

Of June & July
June July

1 Verna Laird 4 Thomas Crochunis
4 William Davidson Michelle Darosh
6 Sandy Stoever 7 John Lloyd
7 Scott Guers Andi Wallick
8 Suzanne McGeoy 9 Brandon Darnell

Amver Starr Devon Neifert
9 Skye Major 10 Robert Shappell, Sr.

10 Cindra Darnell 12 Josie Wallick
David Krater 14 Taylor Major
Dawn Bondura 17 Joan Bicht

11 Charles Everdale, Jr. 21 Deniece Krater
Cullen Foley Seth Starr

12 Marion Guers 22 Lynne Stiltner
13 Jamie Myro Nyle Wallick
15 Jamie Myro 26 Miriam Thomas
20 Kenneth Roeder, Jr. Timothy James, Jr.

Jay Tobias, Jr. 28 Valerie Deysher
Tanya Keister 29 Sarah Pepe

21 Robert Alton
22 Doris Rahmer

Bradley Wensel
24 Janet Boris
26 Ned Sharon

Michael Bair
27 Thomas Mihoda
28 Brenda Tedrick

If you are celebrating your birthday, but your name is not listed
above, it means that we do not have your date of birth in our records.
Please call the church office with the information, and please note
that you do not have to give the year if you are so inclined.  Please let
us know of any incorrect information.
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Volunteer your
time and

talents and
become a

member of any
of these

Committees and
Organizations

Committee Chair Phone

Acolyte Advisor Deniece Krater 622-5824
Altar Guild Doris Borger 622-0544
Cemetery John Fabian 622-3055
Christian Education Deniece Krater 622-5824
Church Council Scott Krater 622-5824
Finance Marion Guers 622-7805
Greeters Nick Wallick 622-1590
Office Deniece Krater 622-5824
P. L. U. S. Jill Gulas 628-5281
Property Bill Guers 622-7805
Publicity Mary Fabian 622-3055
PULSE of St. Paul’s Vanessa Mihoda 622-0690
Senior Choir Keith Morgan 695-2430
Social Ministry Betty Scheaffer 622-6786
Teen Group Berniece Shirey 622-9699
Ushers Nick Wallick 622-1590
Worship & Music Verna Laird 628-4737
Youth Choir Deniece Krater 622-5824
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Monthly Meeting

Calendar

1st Monday Executive Comm. 7:00 pm

2nd Monday Church Council 7:00 pm

3rd Monday Christian Education 7:00 pm
3rd Wednesday Property Committee 6:30 pm
3rd Wednesday Social Ministry 7:15 pm

4th Tuesday Worship & Music 7:00 pm
4th Sunday P.L.U.S. 7:30 pm

Wednesday Senior Choir 7:00 p.m.

Evangelism as scheduled
Office Committee as scheduled

Finance Committee as scheduled

All meetings are subject to change without notice, and changes, if
known, are listed in the bulletin.  If you are interested in attending a
meeting, please contact the chairperson to make sure that the meeting
is still being held as scheduled.
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